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“WE HAVE MADE PROGRESS IN EVERYTHING, YET
NOTHING HAS CHANGED”: ADDRESSING
EDUCATIONAL EQUITY AND JUSTICE THROUGH
CRITICAL RACE THEORY COUNTERNARRATIVES

Derrick Bell, the godfather of critical race theory, laments his
worse fear on race in the title quote, “we have made progress
in everything, yet nothing has changed”. Indeed, educational
research shows that schools are just as racially segregated
today as they were pre-Brown v. Board and there is still a
huge opportunity divide based on race. How does the lived
experience of students inform the racialized trends in
education? This talk will share three counternarratives
through a critical race theory lens to further meaningful
dialogue about equity and justice in our schools and
communities.
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LARISSA MALONE, PH.D.

Larissa Malone, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor at University
of Southern Maine in the Teacher Education Department. A
critical race theorist, Dr. Malone’s research centers on the
minoritized experience in schooling, inclusive of students,
parents, and teachers. She is particularly interested in how

the marginalized navigate educational spaces and the
intersection of education, race, and tangential disciplines,
such as religion, geography, and identity development. In

2021, she began the Maine Black Educators Collective, whose
mission is to support Black educators in the state of Maine

through educational opportunities and social-emotional
connection.
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